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Into the Future Project 

 

 

Firstly, a big thank you to all of you who got involved in the focus groups which the 

University found very useful in informing the development of their surveys.  The 

University would also like to thank everyone for welcoming them into our village. 
 

In the focus groups there was clear agreement and support for the need for changes 
to tourism in the village but there was concern about from where this investment 

might come.  Suggested areas for development included a greater diversity the 
offerings of the village, better promotion of the village, better representation of its 

heritage, better links with nearby destinations and a focusing on natural beauty of 

the village and adventure activities such as climbing, walking, cycling and running.  
There was also a willingness from those present to play a part in helping implement 

the recommendations in the final report. 

The Project Team would also like to thank all of those in the village who have signed up to support the project.  The 

support list is, of course, still open and this will play a major role in showing possible funding sources the support we 
have for the project. 
 

Now it is the chance for the whole village to have their say.  Enclosed with this Newsletter is a questionnaire.  There are 

two different questionnaires, one for the residents and a second for the businesses.  If possible we would prefer it if you 

complete the questionnaire on line as this makes the information easier to analyse and collate.  However, if this is not 
possible, the paper version can be completed and returned to the village drop offs, or by post.   All questionnaires 

need to be completed and returned by 31st July 2016. 
 

It is crucial for the Parish Council that the project receives the views on tourism of the residents who live in the village 
and the businesses who rely on the tourism for their livelihood.  This is the main chance for you to feed your ideas into 

the final report produced by the University. 
 

During the summer, students will be surveying visitors to the village and the major attractions and accommodation 
providers will be promoting the visitor survey.  It will also be sent out through various tourist databases to other visitors.  

We would like to encourage anyone who has visited Matlock Bath to complete the visitor survey which is also available 

on line. 
 

In the autumn the University will present their report to the Parish Council.  All those who have signed up as a supporter 
of the project will receive a copy of the report.  And remember – all of those completing a survey and leaving contact 

details will be entered into a prize draw, details of which are on the website and in the introduction to the questionnaire. 
 

All details and links to the surveys are on our website: www.matlockbathparishcouncil.gov.uk 
 

Links to the individual surveys are: Residents:  http://goo.gl/WN3fSW     Business: http://goo.gl/YYbdjQ  

For any visitors to the village: http://goo.gl/u03ha9  
 

Village drop off points for paper surveys: Peak District Mining Museum, South Parade OR General Store, North Parade 
 

Post to: Into the Future, c/o Peak District Mining Museum, South Parade, Matlock Bath, DE4 3NR. 
  

If you have any queries regarding the questionnaires or the project itself, please contact us:   
      

Email: intothefuture@matlockbathparishcouncil.gov.uk   
 

Please complete and return your questionnaire now! 

http://www.matlockbathparishcouncil.gov.uk/
http://goo.gl/WN3fSW
http://goo.gl/YYbdjQ
http://goo.gl/u03ha9
mailto:intothefuture@matlockbathparishcouncil.gov.uk


Pro Loco Art Competition 2016   
 

 

 

There is still time to enter for our annual Art Competition.  This year sees the 37th annual 
competition which over the years has proved very popular.  Entrants have until Friday 23rd 

September to register.  The rules and terms and conditions of entry can be found on the 
Parish Council’s website but the main rule being that your entries must feature a scene or 

artefact of Matlock Bath.  Your finished piece does not have to be a painting – you can use 

any media, including 3D, collage, embroidery as well as the more traditional method of 
drawing and painting using watercolour, pencils or oils.  Entrants need to register on line or 

can contact the Clerk for an entry form.  After the closing date all entrants will be contacted 
to arrange for their work to be ‘dropped off’ at a central point in Matlock Bath.  It will then 

be displayed on Saturday 8th October 2016 in the Pump Room of the Pavilion where 

members of the public will be invited to vote for their favourite.  
 

You can find more information about the competition and prize money on our website at – 
www.matlockbathparishcouncil.gov.uk 

 

Pro Loco Photography Competition 2016 
 

This year marks the 7th Pro Loco Photography Competition hosted by Matlock Bath Parish 
Council and we look forward to showcasing your photographs of our beautiful village.   
 

Entrants have until Friday 7th October to submit up to 4 photographs depicting a scene or 

artefact of Matlock Bath.  To enter you will need to upload your photographs via our website.  
The competition is open to all age groups with 3 separate prize categories: 

  

Adults (age 17 and over) – 1st Prize - £80, 2nd Prize - £65, 3rd Prize - £50 
Young Photographer & Junior Photographer prizes will be in the form of gift vouchers 

 
There will also be cash prizes for each of the following categories: 

 

 

 

 Best Villager – the best photograph submitted by a local resident 

 Best Picture of Masson Mills 

 Best Picture of the Heights of Abraham 

 Best Picture of the ‘The Heritage of Matlock Bath’ – something that captures the rich and interesting history  

 Best Picture of ‘A Hidden Gem of Matlock Bath’ 

 The Parish Council Prize – something ‘different’ that encapsulates the character and spirit of Matlock Bath 
 

Our categories depend on sponsorship so there may be more – please keep an eye on the website for updates.  After 

the closing date entries will be shortlisted and displayed on Saturday 22nd October in the Pump Room of the Pavilion 

where members of the public will be invited to vote for their favourites.  We look forward to receiving your entries! 
 

Matlock Bath Sports Area 
 

 
 

 

As we reported in the Easter edition of “A View from the Bath” work has started on 
the renovation of the sports area.   
 

As we wanted to extend the court to the wall adjacent to the A6, we had to apply for 

planning permission.  We are happy to say that this has now been granted.  In the 
coming months more work will be undertaken including the removal of shrubbery 

around the court and in the area we wish to extend to.   
 
 

In order to keep costs down we will be using the Community Payback Team to do the initial work which will include the 
cleaning up and painting of the upright posts and kickboards. 
 

During this time, in the interests of health and safety, the area will be closed and gates padlocked.  

Matlock Bath Neighbourhood Plan 
 

The Parish Council is pleased to announce that they will consider at their next meeting the potential for creating a 

neighbourhood plan for Matlock Bath.  If the Parish Council decides to take this forward, an open meeting for 
residents and businesses will be held in early September.  A date for this meeting will be announced on our 

Noticeboards – one at Artists Corner and one on the A6 in front of the Pavilion Car Park as well as our website. 
 

http://www.matlockbathparishcouncil.gov.uk/


36 Years of Matlock Bath Art – An Exhibition   

 

 

 

Over the spring bank holiday an exhibition showcasing all of the 
past 36 winners of our annual Pro Loco Art Competition was held 

in the Pump Room.   
 

The exhibition proved very successful and well attended.  We have 

received great positive comments.  The exhibition showed the 
creativity and talent of so many local artists and gave us the 

opportunity to celebrate the success of the Art Competition. 
 

We are extremely grateful to Mr Robert Aram of Masson Mills and his staff for allowing and helping us to temporarily 
move the work.  All winning pictures have now been re-hung at Masson Mills Conference Centre with the exception of 5 

which will be temporary housed in the Peak District Mining Museum’s Heritage Exhibition. 
 

 
 

Out of the 36 paintings, two we are 
unable to identify the artists.  We have 

been trying through social media but 

have had no success.  If anyone 
knows who may have painted these 

and submitted them in our 
competition please contact the Clerk.  

The painting on the left was the first 

winner in 1980. 

 

Heritage at Risk 
 

 

 

A new community heritage project in the Lower Derwent Valley  
 

This 3 year project has been set up by the DerwentWISE landscape partnership, and the aim is 

to train community volunteers to undertake basic ‘condition surveys’ of over 1,000 heritage 
features in the project area, which stretches from Matlock Bath to Derby.  

The project is one of several regional pilot projects sitting alongside the wider ‘Heritage at Risk’ scheme launched by 
Historic England in 2008.  The scheme identifies those historic sites that are most at risk of being lost as a result of 

neglect, decay or inappropriate development. 
 

The results of the surveys will help the local communities, local authorities and land managers to understand heritage 

features better.  At the core of the project area sits the internationally important Derwent Valley Mills World Heritage 
Site.  The surveys will record some of the many attributes that add to the outstanding universal value of this special 

place and our finds will be included in the Historic Environment Record (HER) hosted by Derbyshire County Council. 
 

How Can you Join In?  Several training workshops will be run throughout 2016-2017.  Volunteers can learn to survey 
different types of heritage site, including buildings, places of worship, archaeological sites and parks and gardens. 
 

The workshops are FREE!!!  They are open to everyone (although under 18s must be accompanied by an adult). The 

training is being delivered by ArcHeritage, with Locus Consulting and Trent and Peak Archaeology.  Volunteers do not 
need to have any previous survey experience.  For further information on the project and to see the next available 

training dates, please visit the website or use the contact details below. 
 

www.derwentwisehar.org  e-mail: derwentwisehar@yorkat.co.uk 
 

Age UK Derby & Derbyshire Befriending Service 

 

 

 

Could you spare a few hours a week to help make a real difference to another person’s life?  Age UK 

Befrienders provides social support and companionship to older people living in the community who are 

isolated, vulnerable or lonely. 
 

The Befriending Team urgently needs volunteers who can give a minimum of 2 hours per week to 
support the vital service. 
 

If you are interested in volunteering with Age UK please contact the team on 01433 620263 or 

alternatively at befriending@ageukderbyandderbyshire.org.uk 
 

http://www.derwentwisehar.org/
mailto:derwentwisehar@yorkat.co.uk
mailto:befriending@ageukderbyandderbyshire.org.uk


All Spic and Span Ma’am 
 

 

 

 

We would like to say a big “Thank you” to all of our volunteer 
litter pickers.  Many residents have contacted the Parish Council 

in order to get involved in the “Clean for the Queen” initiative.  

We are grateful to DDDC who has provided litter picks and bags 
for this initiative. 
 

 

We hope that residents will keep collecting litter although the initiative has ended and if you are interested in collecting 

litter and keeping our village tidy, please contact the Clerk – clerk@matlockbathparishcouncil.gov.uk   
 

Some of our residents have also been involved in cleaning up dog poo.  Apart from being unsightly, it can be a danger 
to children.  It is so sad to see the Memorial Gardens, a place of respect for our fallen, has been one target in the 

village.  We would urge all residents to be aware of this problem and to ensure that they clean up after their dogs.  We 
would also add that it is an offence for dog owners to allow their pets to defecate in a public place without clearing it 

up.   
 

Always remember – ‘Poop and Scoop’ and help to keep Matlock Bath clean. 
 

Tree Maintenance in Matlock Bath 

 

As many of you will know the whole of Matlock Bath is in a Conservation 

Area.  Unfortunately this limits the work which householders can do on 
trees on their property without applying for the necessary planning 

permission.  As a result of the conservation of trees the lovely views we 
had 25 or more years ago have been lost.  Artists appear not to want to 

come to Matlock Bath to paint. 
 

The village has been described as “drowning in trees”.  The Parish Council 

is very willing to help those residents who have problems with trees and 
would remind you that any felling or pruning of trees with a stem diameter 

thicker than approximately 4 inches will need consent from Derbyshire 

 

 

Dales District Council Planning Department.  This is also true of any trees on which a Tree Protection Order (TPO) has 

been made.  If you are unsure whether any of the trees on your property is subject to a TPO, please contact Derbyshire 

Dales District Council Planning Department who will be able to advise.  There is no charge for tree works consent.   
 

For non TPO trees residents must allow 6 weeks from the time the application is validated by Derbyshire Dales before 
undertaking the works you require.  For TPO trees the length of time is 8 weeks and during this time the Tree Officer 

can inspect the trees and issue a determination.   
 

Please note that the penalty for unauthorised tree works is considerable and we would advise all residents to contact 
Derbyshire Dales District Council if they need advice on works to trees.  Further information can also be found on their 

website – www.derbyshiredales.gov.uk/planning 
  

Holy Trinity School - PTFA 
 

It surprises us all when we look back and see how quickly the time has passed.  It seems like only yesterday that we 

were greeted at the door with big smiles, open arms, kindness and enthusiasm for the first day of our ‘new’ school and 
now we’re here again, ready to button everything up and have a great summer.   
 

Matlock Bath Holy Trinity School has experienced so many positive changes during the year.  From the new signs in the 

school grounds to the new paint and furniture inside.  Even the website has had a revamp. 
 

Mrs Swain and her tireless team of wonder teachers have worked incredibly hard to make Matlock Bath Holy Trinity 
School a school to be proud of.  Of course, as with every year end, we say goodbye to our Year 6 children and wish 

them the absolute best of luck as they move onwards, upwards and into secondary school.   
 

We have the good fortune to look forward to inviting new members into our family when we open our doors again in 

September and are excited to see what happens next for our village school. 
 
 

 

 
 

 

mailto:clerk@matlockbathparishcouncil.gov.uk
http://www.derbyshiredales.gov.uk/planning


Masson Hill Fell Race 2016 – John Middleton & Leah Maltby 
 

 
 

The 2016 Line Up 

 

The fifth Masson Hill Fell Race took place on Tuesday 26th April at 7pm.  

We were all thrilled to have a record number of runners for the event, 
157, a marvellous turnout for an evening race. 
 

The atmosphere this year was electric in the school hall.  As the first 

competitors arrived, the weather turned from a lovely spring day to hail 
and snow and the excitement of the challenge began to build. We were 

trialling another electronic timing system, devised by John’s nephew 
Stephen (www.Racetek-live) and had high hopes for the success of this, 

as it is already used in the Whitworth Thread race.   
 

Although snow was on the ground at the start, the sky began to clear 

and the first man home was Billy Cartwright of Matlock AC in a new 
record of 30:12 minutes, with his brother Ben in close third place.   

 

Two Matlock men in the first three….but we must also mention the performance 

of the first woman home, Kaitlin Rice of Glossopdale Harriers, also a new course 
record at 34:36 and the winner of the veteran 70+ prize, Barry Warwick of 

Derwent Runners who completed the race in an amazing 43:34.  All competitors 
(and the race control team!) were thrilled to see the results coming through in 

realtime on one of the school’s super large TV monitor screens.  The prize 

giving, therefore, was timely and less pressured than previous events.  Once 
again, Sue and Abid Shah of Huckleberry Willow provided gift vouchers towards 

the prizes. 
 

 

There are around 40 people who give their time and efforts to help.  We cannot thank you all enough and so enjoy 

working with you; many have been actively involved in all 5 races so far.  Special mention must be given to Peter 
Newberry, who helped manage the timing and results system, Andie Brazewell who has never let us down for first aid 

cover and Nathan Davies, who stepped in last minute as sweeper (person who runs behind the competitors to make sure 
no-one gets lost!).  Mike Briggs acts as our official photographer and the school PTFA, led by Julia Davies on the 

evening, provided free refreshments.  However, a round of applause to everyone, including the new head of school, Sally 

Swain, who started the race and had to contend with the aftermath of hundreds of muddy feet around the school hall. A 
night to remember!  A total of £585 was raised for the school.  (Photographs courtesy of Mike Briggs) 
 

The Illuminations, Fireworks & Access Only Roads 
 

Summer is yet to arrive but our thoughts have to turn to that harbinger of autumn and darker evenings – ‘The 

Illuminations’.  If you live in a property on an ‘access only’ road or accessed from one of these roads you will receive with 

this Newsletter, a letter from Derbyshire Dales District Council along with two ‘resident’ car notices. 
 

The most serious problems occur during the fireworks evenings and as there are to be seven again this year, we felt that 
it was important to have in place the necessary safeguards to protect the village from parking gridlock.  We have focused 

on the side roads which seem to become a target for visitor ‘free parking’ – Clifton Road, Temple Road, Waterloo Road, 
Holme Road (and all roads accessed via Holme Road).  On ‘Fireworks Evenings’ – the seven Saturdays from 17th 

September – all these roads will have a ‘road closure enforcement’ from 6.00 pm.  They will have a security officer from 

the illuminations stationed at the junction with the A6 (apart from Temple Road when they will be just past the entrance 
to Gullivers).  Security Officers will only allow vehicles with the necessary permit to access these roads thus enforcing the 

‘access only’ regulation.  St Johns Road and the New Bath Road will also be closed but will not have an illuminations 
security officer.  The New Bath Hotel will warden the New Bath Road. 
 

Please read the enclosed letter carefully and put the notices in a safe place.  We will put a reminder in the September 

Newsletter but cannot guarantee to get permits in time for the first ‘fireworks’ evening.  As with everything the Parish 
Council does, we welcome feedback from residents – both positive and negative.  We hope that these arrangements will 

make the side roads and properties much safer during these congested times for the village. 
 

Illuminations Village Evening 
 

This year’s Illuminations Village Evening will be held on Friday 14th October 2016.  As in previous years the 
boatbuilders will row the boats in order for residents and visitors to choose their village favourite.  A BBQ afterwards will 

be held at The Temple Hotel.  Further details will be in our September Newsletter.  

 



District Council Report – Cllr Garry Purdy 
 

I am sorry to report that I cannot provide you with any 
positive news as to when work will start on the Memorial 

Gardens building following a structural survey last year 

which revealed some significant problems that caused its 
closure. 
 

At the September 2015 Governance & Resource Committee 

meeting we received a report from the Derbyshire County 
Council Surveyor that the cost estimate of the repair was in 

the order of some £176,000.  As the toilet facilities were 
aged, Officers recommended that £70,000 be spent on the 

interior.  Following a lengthy debate in the G&R Committee it 

was agreed to spend the sum of £236,000 on its repair and 
upgrade. 
 

Work was then held up due to the presence of bats. It is a 

criminal offence to disturb bats whilst nesting and work was 
then proposed to begin sometime as soon after this period, 

being April of this year.  Tenders were put out, inviting 

companies to quote for the work under specification. 
 

Another hurdle arose when Officers were told that access to 
the connecting wall between the Memorial Gardens building 

and the Midland Hotel would be required.  Unfortunately this 
access would not be granted by the landlords until 1st 

October.   
 

Officers informed us this last month that only one company 

had provided a quote to the Authority, out of a total of 22 
companies that had expressed an interest to carry out the 

work.  The quotation was for a figure of £324,000, a total of 
£88,000 over the expected figure as given at the G&R 

Committee meeting. 

 

 
 

 

At the G&R meeting on 9th June 2016 the Committee received an update report on all of these matters, and the fact that 

because of the additional £88,000 now being required for the work, that final approval would have to be sought at the 
next Full Council meeting which is to take place at 6pm at the Town Hall on 30th June 2016.  Whilst the Officers have 

made a recommendation that the extra £88,000 be found out of capital monies, this has to be ratified by the Full 

Council Committee, with further recommendation that the Officer try and negotiate with the company that has provided 
the quotation in an effort to reduce costs, and also to look at other options.  This will be a difficult decision for Full 

Council, including both your District Councillors, when we have to consider the impact on the public purse, set against 
the absolute need for public conveniences in a very busy tourist area.  We are presently seeking answers from our 

Officers to this very difficult situation, an issue that has raised more questions than answers, especially at the figures 
arrived at.  If you have any views on this issue then please do not hesitate to contact me.  It goes without saying that 

the Authority has to provide for temporary public conveniences during this very testing time. 
 

Community Area Forums 
 

Many of you may not be aware but Derbyshire Dales District Council holds Community Area Forum meetings throughout 

the year.   
 

These meetings allow the District Council to inform the public of what the Council is doing for them and to give the 

public the chance to ask questions of Officers and Members.  Although the meetings are already attended by some 
enthusiastic participants, they would like to encourage fresh input from others who can come along and share in the 

experience and also to take the opportunity to have their say.  These forums are a great way to gather information and 
to have an opportunity to make your views known. 
 

The forums are divided into North, South and Central.  Matlock Bath comes under Central.  The next meeting for the 

Central region will be held on Tuesday 26th July at Agricultural Business Centre, Bakewell.  It starts at 7.00 pm.  For 

further details about these forums log on to www.derbyshiredales.gov.uk and search for Community Area Forums or 
www.matlockbathparishcouncil.gov.uk/localforums 
 

http://www.derbyshiredales.gov.uk/
http://www.matlockbathparishcouncil.gov.uk/localforums


Stained Glass Windows – Osiris Briceno 
 

An exciting project is being undertaken at the Peak District Mining Museum.  The project consists of five individually 
hand crafted lead stained glass windows, that truly capture the essence of Matlock Bath and its surroundings. 
 

I have been given the opportunity to capture and follow the weekly and ongoing progress of this lottery funded project 

by Lin Fletcher and Kate Billington.  I have thoroughly enjoyed watching these two crafting and creating various shapes 

and forms with different coloured and textured glass.  I have equally enjoyed listening to the background research and 
planning of this project.  Lin Fletcher is from Matlock and is the former owner of the Looking Glass in Matlock Bath and 

Kate Billington is from Sheffield and owner of Billigoat Designs.  They are both exceptional stained glass artists with over 
40 years’ experience between them. 
 

In October 2015 Laura Smith, who is part of the Peak 

District Mining Historical Society, commissioned Kate and 
Lin to craft the stained glass windows.  The commission 

is part of the upstairs refurbishment of the Mining 

Museum.  The plan is to have the new exhibition open to 
the public this September with the theme “Matlock Bath 

Through Time”. After Lin and Kate’s initial consultation 
with the Museum they had a clear idea of the sort of 

images they wanted and they knew straight away that 

the window would work well with two large rectangular 
panels as more pastoral in theme and the top 3 to cover 

the leisure and recreation side of Matlock Bath.  The next 
step was to sketch their ideas.  Kate designed the top 

three panel windows that have a quirky and busy theme, 

some of the panel features are a plate of fish and chips 
with peas, ketchup and a slice of lemon, koi carp, a 

vanilla ice cream cone and a Triumph Bonneville (1966 
T120 Motorbike).   
 

 

Lin designed the bottom two panel windows that have a more pastoral theme featuring High Tor, the River Derwent, a 

water wheel, Magpie Mine and poppies.  The design of the windows took eight weeks and once approved Kate then 
prepared the blue prints for the project. The original sketches were put onto a software program to create full sized 

drawings (known in the trade as cartoon).  Kate and Lin have been using the cartoon to construct the panel windows. 

 

Other elements of the project that also deserve a mention, is the time spent sourcing the different coloured and 

textured glass; Kate and Lin spent several hours at Kansa Craft (stained glass suppliers) selecting suitable glass.  From 
green textured glass that truly resembles mushy peas to beautiful exquisite glass that will be used on the Triumph 

Bonneville and the koi carp. 
 

Lin and Kate are currently working on the top three remaining stained glass windows that feature the quirky Matlock 
Bath theme.  If you would like to view the bottom two finished windows or watch them crafting the last three panels, 

please call Lin Fletcher on 07757 23021 or Kate Billington on 0798 9743151 (www.billigoatdesigns.co.uk) 
 

Village Florals 
 

Have you noticed the flowers in the village?  This year we have once again arranged for four three tier planters 
displaying a lovely array of colour.  They really make the village look bright and attractive and each year we receive 

really positive feedback about the difference they make. 

 

 

In addition to the planters we have also 

arranged for the cattle trough and three of the 
barrels to be planted.  Our thanks go to Cathy 

Cresswell for planting up and looking after the 

barrels and to David & Pat Russell for planting 
and looking after the cattle trough. 

 
 

 
 



Payback Time for the Community 
 

 

 

As was reported in the Spring edition of “A View from the Bath”, the 
Community Payback Teams have been working on behalf of the Parish 

Council to undertake a series of tasks involving clearing and cleaning 

certain areas.   
 

Work on the A6 around the village’s Cattle Trough and up the New Bath 
Road have been cleared and tidied.  Scrub trees, brambles, dense 

undergrowth and pavements were all cleared.  The resulting brash was 
then shredded courtesy of the DCC payback scheme which unfortunately 

has now finished.  

 
However, we have continued to be able to secure the services of the Community team, part 

of the Probation Service.   They have now started work in the Nature Reserve where work to 
clear and tidy up the area has started.  This is a continual process which will see the team 

working in the reserve once a week.  They have laid stone on the final hardcore path, been 
clearing brambles from a heavily overgrown area and already, the rabbits have been 

appreciative of this, coming out into the sunshine to graze.  We hope that they will be able 

to continue with this work once every week do the really heavy work that it is difficult for our 
volunteers to carry out.  
 

Further work will include the rebuilding of some dry stone walling, removal of ivy from many 

of the large and impressive trees in the reserve and of course the battle with the brambles 
and other self-set growth.   To keep up to date with their work go to our Wapping Nature 

Reserve Facebook page where you can also find information about future work plans, the 

wildlife you can find there and how you can become involved.  
 

If you would be interested in becoming a volunteer and helping in the Reserve please 
contact the Clerk.  
 

 

 

A Bloody Saturday 

1st July 1916 
 

 

 
While the shopkeepers and traders of Matlock Bath opened for business that weekend, over in France, their neighbours, 

friends, sons and brothers were committed to a great offensive – ‘The Battle of The Somme’.  Statistically a large 
percentage of Matlock Bath men over the channel would have been involved in what turned out to be an offensive of 

142 days involving 616 British infantry battalions plus the larger part of its artillery and supporting units.  The individual 
experiences of these local men had passed largely unknown but remaining records show that this great battle touched 

some of them.  Private Dick Hardstaff pictured, was with the 1/5th Sherwood 

Foresters at the far north of the attack.  Together with the 1/7th they were part of 
the 46th division’s subsidiary attack’, with the objective of taking the village of 

Gommecourt.  At 7.25 am smoke bombs were thrown and five minutes later three 
waves of the assault began.  A fourth wave was to follow to clear the German 

front line dugouts.  What happened will never be known in detail.   The men 

disappeared into the smoke, the enemy opened up immediately with machine guns 
and everything else.   It is known that many reached the German second line 110 

yards beyond the front line.  The fourth British wave got 
bogged down in the mud and the front line had not been 

destroyed. They emerged from their dugouts and fired on the 
survivors from the first 3 waves from the rear.  At the morning roll call the battalion was 28 officers 

and 706 other ranks. At the end of the engagement when the roll was taken again it was 3 officers 

and 237 other ranks. Dick Hardstaff of Parade View, North Parade was one of the 494 fatalities. 
 

It was several days before his parents in Matlock Bath were aware of his death, the actual details of 
this bloody and confusing encounter unknown.  His father Joseph took the news badly and was 

charged with being drunk and disorderly in the village.   The bench accepted that he was suffering 
the loss of his son and let him off.  

 

Matlock Bath &  

Scarthin Nick U.D.C.       
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‘Derbyshire Reads’ - On Line Book Club  
 

‘Derbyshire Reads’ is an on line book club launched by Derbyshire County Council’s library service so that readers can 
join in online conversations about books and make recommendations of their favourite reads.  This is part of the library 

service drive to deliver a broader service and initiatives like this are available to people who cannot get to their local 

library.   
 

Readers are being encouraged to share their recommended reads and get more out of their local library with the book 
club.  The Council’s library service suggests a topic for the #DerbyshireReads Facebook group each month and asks 

members to come up with books on that theme.  Since its launch in February themes have included ‘Books successfully 
adapted to film’ and ‘The best twist in a book’ which have generated a range of reviews at the end of each month. 
 

Recommended books can be borrowed or ordered from any Derbyshire County Council library and some can be 

downloaded via its eBook service.  Residents can take part in ‘DerbyshireReads on the County Council’s libraries 

Facebook page at www.facebook.com/DerbyshireLibraries   
 

You can find out more about the Council’s Reader Group and Book Chat networks at www.derbyshire.gov.uk/libraries 
and about eBooks, eMagazines and eAudiobooks at www.derbyshire.gov.uk/ebooks  
 

Parish Council Meetings 
  

All of our full Parish Council meetings are now held at The Temple, Temple Walk and 
begin at 7.00 pm.  Members of the public are welcome to attend any meeting of the 

Parish Council where views and concerns may be brought to Councillors’ attention.  
During the public participation session, each member of the public may speak for 3 

minutes.  We appreciate that this does not sound very long but this is outlined in 

legislation.  During this time Councillors will not enter into any exchange of 
conversation.  However, if it is a concern which has already been discussed by Council 

previously, this will be reported to you through the Chairman. 
 

The Parish Council would encourage members of the public to attend and raise any issues.  We can’t always promise to 
be able to solve all issues but we can always lobby the relevant authorities. 
 

Agendas for all of our meetings will be posted on our website at least three clear days prior to the meeting.  Minutes of 

meetings will be posted usually within 3 days on our noticeboard by the Pavilion Car Park and on our website. 
 

For your information, meetings of full Council for the rest of the year are as follows: 
 

Wednesday 6th July 2016, Wednesday 28th September, Wednesday 23rd November, 
Wednesday 18th January 2017, Wednesday 22nd March 2017, Wednesday 24th May 2017 

 

If you would like to attend a meeting, let us know what your concerns are and we can bring any necessary paperwork 

with us to report to you or you can just turn up on the night. 
 

Seniors Christmas Lunch 2016 
 

This year the Seniors Christmas Lunch will be held on Monday 5th December 2016.  The lunch will be held at The 
New Bath Hotel.  If you are interested in attending please contact the Clerk at clerk@matlockbathparishcouncil.gov.uk 

or 07914 420545 to put your name on the list.  The lunch is free to any Matlock Bath resident aged 60 or over.  If you 
know of anyone who might like to attend who we could approach personally, please contact the Clerk. 
 

Act of Remembrance & Singing Round the Tree 2016 
 

In view of the building work in Memorial Gardens this autumn, arrangements for these two events may have to be 
changed.  For the Act of Remembrance we will still be laying wreaths on behalf of the Parish Council and the residents 

of the village but the ceremony itself may have to be shortened. 
 

For our event – Singing Round the Tree – we are currently looking for an alternative site for our Christmas Tree.  We 

are working with DDDC to find a suitable position where we will be able to hold our event.  The event is scheduled for 
Monday 19th December 2016.  We will let residents know where this event will be held in a future edition of the 

Newsletter. 
 
 
 

http://www.facebook.com/DerbyshireLibraries
http://www.derbyshire.gov.uk/libraries
http://www.derbyshire.gov.uk/ebooks
mailto:clerk@matlockbathparishcouncil.gov.uk


Matlock Bath Station Adoption 
 

 

 

A press cutting from the 1950s celebrating ‘the best kept 
station awards’ and Matlock Bath was there!  We were 

awarded 5th place and Mr W Rosling, the Station Master, is 

third from the right in the picture. 
 

Today the station adopters are working hard to win an 
award again this year.   

 

 
 

Some of the station adopters taking a break from planting 
 

The adopters have cleared and created a bed in front of the station and planted shrubs.  The area previously was 

unused and the adopters felt that by planting some shrubs here could add a little more cheer to the station. 
 

In addition, the barrels and planters on the station have been planted up with summer bedding.  The Parish Council is 
grateful to all of the adopters, Matty Materaghan and Alastair Morley of DCC for all of their hard work. 
 

All volunteers are from the village who give up their time to help make the station bright and welcoming.  If you are at 

the station and see a problem, please do let us know.  If you have any suggestions on how to brighten up the station 
please share them with us.   
 

Walk in the Park – Peak District National Park 

 

A family fun fundraiser will be held 

in August.  Come join in a fabulous 
weekend event and support the 

Peak District National Park’s much 
loved Monsal, High Peak, Thornhill 

and Tissington Trails. 
 

Walks, camping and activities will be 

held 19th-21st August 2016 at 
The Showground Bakewell. 
 

Routes include: 
 

Short (5 miles) – to Hassop Station 

and Back 
 

Medium (8 miles) to Monsal Dale 
Station and back 
 

Long (16 miles) to Millers Dale 

Station and back.  
 

Tickets for the whole weekend start 

from as little as £15. 
 

For more information log on to 
www.peakwalkinthepark.com 

 

 
 

 

 

http://www.peakwalkinthepark.com/


Annual Report 2015/2016 - Summary 

 

It has been another extremely busy, challenging, eventful yet satisfying year for the Parish Council.  As you will see in 
the following report, we have been involved in a variety of activities that hopefully will have brought improvement to 

both the environment of the village and quality of life in Matlock Bath. 
 

So what have we been doing since the last Annual Report? 
 

Summer tower florals   New benches    Christmas tree and lights 

Flower barrels    Bench plaques    Village evening 
Cattle trough florals   Bench maintenance   Village Favourite competition 

Rose garden    Website management   Seniors’ lunch 
Clearing of A6/New Bath Road  Facebook page    WW1 exhibition 

Residents litter picking   Twitter account    WW1 newsletter 

‘Clean for the Queen’   Quarterly newsletters   War memorial information 
Dog ‘poo’ picking   Press releases    WW1 information display 

Footpath maintenance   New noticeboard   Station adoption 
Winter service scheme   Pro Loco Art Competition  Nature Reserve maintenance 

DerwentWise tree management  Pro Loco Photography Competition Awarding grants 
Sports area clearance   Presentation ceremony   Planning issues 

Sports area renovation   Remembrance    Advice/support for residents 

Bus shelter maintenance  Singing round the tree   Liaising & lobbying 
Signage maintenance   Art exhibition    Into the Future project 
 

There are eight Councillors, just one short of our full complement of nine.  We encourage volunteers to help with the 

work of the Parish Council on a casual basis as well as serving on our Committees.  Copies of all Committee notes and 
Parish Council Minutes can be found on our website.  The Parish Council’s thanks go to all our volunteers for the hard 

work they put into the work of the Parish Council for the benefit of the village. 
 

Parish Council Budget - The budget for 2015/2016 was set by Full Council in November 2014 based on 
recommendations on spending needs from each of the Committees.  The budget set for 2015/2016 was £47,340 

(£8,700 ring-fenced) with a precept of £23,969. The difference was met from the carry forward from 2014/2015.  The 
budget set for 2016/2017 is £48,615 (£10,900 ring-fenced) with a precept request of £27,000. 
 

Finance and General Purposes Committee - This Committee oversees the finances of the Parish Council and also 

deals with employee and personnel issues.  As well as managing its own budget, the Finance Committee oversees 

the budgets of all the other Committees and the financial planning of the Council. Details of the Income and Expenditure 
for each financial year can be found on our website. 
 

Planning Committee - The Parish Council has only an advisory role on planning issues but feel that this area is 

important for the village.   
 

Environment & Conservation Committee – This Committee deals with anything to do with the environment and 
conservation in the village including the Nature Reserve, florals around the village, footpaths and any other 

environmental issues.   
 

Facilities Committee - This Committee oversees the sports area, bus shelters, benches, signage and the war 
memorial. 
 

Communications Committee - The website continues to be a popular way of communicating.  The website contains 
a vast amount of information enabling us to keep residents up to date with village life and some of this information is 

mirrored on our Facebook page. There are of course the more traditional forms of communication – noticeboards and 
the quarterly newsletter. 
 

Activities Committee - The Parish Council has for many years promoted ‘village’ activities, some of which have been 

open to the wider community.  These include Pro Loco Art Competition and Photography Competition. Village 
activities include Remembrance, Singing round the Tree, Illuminations Village Evening and Seniors’ Christmas Lunch.  
 

Heritage Lottery Grant Funding – ‘The Great War, Life in The Bath’ project 
 

Into the Future Project with Derby University – Working with key stakeholders on the future of tourism in the 

village. 

 
 

 



Annual Report (Summary) continued 
 

And we also ….  As well as the work of the Committees, we have representatives on various bodies including The 
Derwent Valley Rail Partnership, the Safer Neighbourhood Team, footpaths, the Pavilion and the DDDC Illuminations 

Liaison Committee.  We lobby the higher tiers of local government (County and District Councils) on a regular basis on 

behalf of residents and on general issues of concern in Matlock Bath from water leaking onto the highway to dangerous 
trees, from the provision of grit bins to litter and refuse. 
 

To see the full version of the Annual Report for 2015/2016 please log on to the website – 

www.matlockbathparishcouncil.gov.uk 
 

The Great War – Life in “The Bath” 
 

  

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
www.ww1remembered.matlockbathparishcouncil.gov.uk       ww1@matlockbathparishcouncil.gov.uk 

 
This is the final year of the current project with the last of the three exhibitions we have planned to take place this 

summer in the Pump Room of the Grand Pavilion.  
 

The exhibition will open on Saturday 6th August and close on Sunday 2nd October.  Opening hours are 10.00 am 
until 4.30 pm daily, entrance through the Mining Museum with free admission as usual.   Anyone wishing to contribute to 

the exhibition or assist in any way should contact us via the email address or visit the Mining Museum and speak to 

Robin Hall. 
 

The project supported by The Heritage Lottery Fund should finish in October but in view of the building problems in the 
Memorial Gardens, the final display cannot be in position by then.  We are negotiating with HLF for an extension to our 

grant to enable to complete the project as originally intended.  
 

A View from the Bath Chair – Cllr Peter Baranek 

 

 

 

On 23rd June, over 46,000,000 people were eligible to take part in the referendum.  You 

may have thought your single vote counted for nothing and you were not allowed to 
have your say.  Not so for the ‘Into the Future’ questionnaire designed to inform us 

as to what you would like to see in the development of YOUR village in the future.  

There are less than 1,000 residents and businesses eligible to have their say so YOUR 
VIEWS are sure to influence the final report. 
 

We do not have a magic wand or a genie to grant ‘three wishes’ but these 

questionnaires will act as a signpost as to the direction all involved in the village need 
to be heading.  It is just the start of what may well be a long journey but it is crucial we 

head off in the right direction and start to develop a concept of what the village should 

be in the future. 
 

Please complete the questionnaire and get all other 16+ in your household to do so as 
well.  Do it on line, if possible, but if you need more paper copies let us know.  The 

referendum was of major importance to the country, this questionnaire is of major 
importance to the village of Matlock Bath.  Be part of it!  Many thanks. 

 

A View from the Bath’ is published by Matlock Bath Parish Council, Coppice End, Woodland Terrace, Derby Road, 
Matlock Bath & printed by Ashover Print 

Website: www.matlockbathparishcouncil.gov.uk    E-Mail: clerk@matlockbathparishcouncil.gov.uk 
Telephone: 07914 420545 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

? 

The Great War 

Life in ‘The Bath 

Tony Holmes  

http://www.ww1remembered.matlockbathparishcouncil.gov.uk/
mailto:ww1@matlockbathparishcouncil.gov.uk
http://www.matlockbathparishcouncil.gov.uk/
mailto:clerk@matlockbathparishcouncil.gov.uk


 

 


